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Just the Facts: Tacoma Narrows Bridge Tolls

How does the State Transportation Commission
set toll rates for the Tacoma Narrows Bridge?

The Washington State Transportation Commission is legally required

to set toll rates for the Tacoma Narrows Bridge in an amount that is
sufficient to pay for the bridge’s debt, maintenance, preservation and
operational costs. The commission begins each Tacoma Narrows Bridge
toll rate setting process with the advice of the governor-appointed citizen
advisory committee and includes public input. During the toll rate setting
process the commission evaluates bridge expenses, trends in traffic
volumes, the schedule for bond payments, and ending balances in the
toll revenue account. Each of these elements is considered prior to
making a toll rate decision.

How does the bridge’s financing plan affect toll rates?

The Tacoma Narrows Bridge was financed with an escalating debt
repayment plan. This means debt payments were low in the early
years and rise over time. It also means that tolls must increase to pay
the state’s fiscal obligation. Between 2007 and 2009, the state made
$41 million in debt payments. In the current 2011-2013 budget, debt
payments for the bridge are nearly $90 million and by 2015-2017, the
payments will be approximately $133 million before ultimately reaching
$172 million in 2027-2029.

What are tolls used to pay for?

By law toll revenue can only be used to pay for the cost of Tacoma
Narrows Bridge operations, maintenance, and preservation, as well as
the debt payments.

What are the
proposed toll rates?

The commission is
proposing a 25-cent
increase on July 1, 2013
and an additional 25-cent
increase on July 1, 2014.

On July 1, 2013 the
Tacoma Narrows Bridge
Good To Go! pass rate
would increase from $4 to
$4.25, cash tolls from $5 to
$5.25 and Pay By Mail from
$6 to $6.25.

How can the public share
their feedback with the
commission?

The commission will accept

public comment at the April 15 and
May 20 meetings at the Gig Harbor
Civic Center at 3510 Grandview
Street. The commission will also
accept written comments through
May 13 at the addresses below.

For more information contact:

Washington State
Transportation Commission
P.O. Box 47308

Olympia, WA 98504-7308
360-705-7070
transc@wstc.wa.gov
www.wstc.wa.gov

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Information: This material can be made available In an altemate format by emalling the WSDOT Diversity/ADA Affalrs team at wsdotada@wsdot.wa.gov or by calling toll free, 855-362-4ADA(4232). Persons who are deaf or
hard of hearing may make a request by calling the Washington State Relay at 711.

Title VI Statement to Public: it is the Washington State Department of Transportation's (WSDOT) policy to assure that no person shall, on the grounds of race, color, national origin or sex, as provided by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, be excluded from
participation in, be denled the benefits of, or be otherwise discriminated against under any of its federally funded programs and activities. Any person who believes his/her Titie VI protection has been violated, may file a complaint with WSDOT's Office of Equal
Opportunity (OEO). For additional Information regarding Title VI complaint procedures and/or information regarding our non-discrimination obligations, please contact OEQ's Title VI Coordinators, George Laue at (509) 324-6018 or Jonte' Sutton at (360) 705-7082.
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