RESOLUTION NO. 682

WHEREAS, in 2003 and 2005 the Washington State Legislature and the Governor provided
bold policy direction in setting the transportation priorities for the state by authorizing funding
packages to address the most critical transportation projects and programs statewide,

WHEREAS, transportation needs in Washington significantly exceed available and forecasted
JSuture fiscal resources, requiring innovative use of technology and new approaches to funding and
financing;

WHEREAS, the need to enhance Washington’s global competitiveness is paramount;

WHEREAS, deaths and injuries on Washington’s roadways result in an annual $5.3 billion
societal cost;

WHEREAS, the transportation system continues to age faster than it is being preserved;

WHEREAS, improving travel time reliability and improving the movement of people and
freight will increase our state’s productivity,

WHEREAS, enhancing the environment and Washington’s communities is vital to sustaining
the quality of life Washingtonians value and rely upon;

WHERFEAS, RCW 47.06.030 directs the Washington State Transportation Commission to
develop a state transportation policy plan that: establishes a vision and goals for the statewide
transportation system consistent with the state's growth management goals, identifies significant
statewide transportation policy issues, and recommends statewide transportation policies and
strategies to the Legislature and the Governor;

WHEREAS, RCW 47.01.071 (4) directs the Washington State Transportation Commission to
prepare a comprehensive and balanced statewide transportation plan which shall be based on the
transportation policy adopted by the governor and the legislature, and applicable state and federal
laws. The plan must reflect the priorities of government developed by the office of financial
management and address regional needs, including multimodal transportation planning.

WHEREAS, RCW 47.06.040 (2) requires that the Washington State Department of
Transportation develop a statewide multimodal transportation plan under RCW 47.01.071(3) and in
conformance with federal requirements, to ensure the continued mobility of people and goods within

regions and across the state in a safe, cost-effective manner. The statewide multimodal transportation
plan shall consist of:

(1) A state-owned facilities component, which shall guide state investment for state highways
including bicycle and pedestrian facilities, and state ferries, and

(2) A state-interest component, which shall define the state interest in aviation, marine ports
and navigation, freight rail, intercity passenger rail, bicycle transportation and pedestrian
walkways, and public transportation, and recommend actions in coordination with appropriate
public and private transportation providers 1o ensure that the state interest in these
transportation modes is met.

A primary emphasis for the plan shall be the relief of congestion, the preservation of existing
investments and downtowns, ability fo attract or accommodate planned population, and employment
growth, the improvement of traveler safety, the efficient movement of freight and goods, and the
improvement and integration of all transportation modes to create a seamless intermodal
transportation system for people and goods.

WHEREAS, the United States Code of Federal Regulations, Title 23, Section 135, subsection
(e) requires that each state develop a long range transportation plan with a minimum 20-year forecast
period that provides for the development and implementation of an intermodal transportation system;,

WHEREAS, representatives from diverse areas of interest have been consulted and given
opportunity to participate in the updated plan online at www.wsdot.wa.gov/planning/wtp and at many
meetings across the state;

WHEREAS, the Washington State Transportation Commission has established a vision and
identified investment guidelines, consistent with the state’s growth management goals, which identify
significant high priority transportation investments and statewide policy issues needing immediate
attention,
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WHEREAS, together with the Washington State Department of Transportation, the
Washington State Transportation Commission has developed the twenty-year statewide transportation
plan (2007-2026) addressing transportation policy and the needs for both state-owned facilities and
facilities of state-interest;

WHEREAS, the Washington State Transportation Commission conducted a public comment
period of 45 days on the draft plan, which included seeking comments from those who use the
transportation system and those who contribute to delivering the system;

WHEREAS, the Washington State Transportation Commission, along with WSDOT staff, held
fifteen public outreach events statewide, actively encouraging the public to engage in the public
comment period,

WHEREAS, public comments, both oral and written, gathered from the public outreach
meetings, the WSDOT and WSTC websites, an online survey, email, and regular mail received were
taken into consideration leading to appropriate changes to the draft version released July 19, 2006,

WHEREAS, the Washington State Transportation Commission finds the 20-year vision for the
long-range transportation plan to be: “Washington's transportation system should serve our citizens’
safety and mobility, the state’s economic productivity, our communities’ livability, and our ecosystem’s
viability;

WHEREAS, the Washington State Transportation Commission has identified investment
guidelines for future transportation improvements to be, in priority order:

o Preservation—Preserve and extend prior investments in existing transportation facilities
and the services they provide to people and commerce;

o Safety-Target construction projects, enforcement and education to save lives, reduce
injuries, and protect property;

o Economic Vitality—Improve freight movement and support economic sectors that rely on
the transportation system, such as agricultural, tourism and manufacturing;

e Mobility—Facilitate movement of people and goods to contribute to a strong economy
and a better quality of life for our citizens;

e Environmental Quality and Health—Bring benefits to the environment and to our
citizens’ health by improving the existing transportation infrastructure.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Washington State Transportation
Commission does hereby adopt the 2007-2026 update to the Washington Transportation Plan.

ADOPTED this [ | %ay of November 2006.

Tl

ELMIRA FORNER, Vice-Chair

“ﬂb%w’m/

‘E‘T) BARNES, Member , Member
7 ’ g
G hugoe [
CAROL MOSER, Member i “BAN O’NEAL, Membar—
DALE STEDMAN, Member DOUGLAR B. MACDONALD

Ex-Officio Member
Secretary of Transportation

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

L

“¥ecutive Director Assistant Attorney Gengral

ATTEST:

Thursday, November 16, 2006 (2).max



