






What are the needs and challenges? 
Local & Regional 
• Provide direct link to Green River Valley, the second largest distribution center 

on the West Coast; with 44 percent of regional truck trips from the ports of 
Seattle and Tacoma traveling to the Kent and Puyallup river valleys. 

• Complete SR 509 and SR 167 connections to I-5 to improve mobility and 
connectivity in the Puget Sound region. 

• Improve freight connections between the state’s largest ports and 
import/export centers. 

• Provide improved transportation access to city and employment centers. 

State 

• Provide new distribution connections for agriculture products grown in eastern 
Washington. 

• Enhance state’s economic competitiveness both nationally and globally. 
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Our charge – Consider a Puget Sound Gateway 
strategy 

• Relieves traffic congestion and completes critical freight links between the 
ports of Seattle and Tacoma with key distribution centers, warehouses, 
and industrial areas in King and Pierce counties. 

• Supports job growth for the region and allows critical expansion of 
international cargo and other port operations. 

• Adds capacity to I-5 with potential express toll lanes, reducing congestion 
and travel times between Seattle and Tacoma. 

• Provides direct southern access to Sea-Tac International Airport, the 
regional hub airport for passenger travel as well as airfreight distribution. 

• Removes freeway traffic from local streets. 

• Restores fish passages in partnership with local cities, enhances surface 
water quality, and improves stream habitat connecting to Puget Sound. 
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Completing the SR 509 and SR 167 corridors  
A phased approach to corridor completion 

• Washington state’s largest corridors are built in phases. 

• Traffic forecasts show that tolling both the SR 509 and SR 167 
corridors will not only contribute to construction funding but will also 
help manage traffic volumes.  

• Lower initial traffic volumes would provide an opportunity for phased 
construction of the project, allowing capacity to be added 
strategically over time to meet the needs of corridor users.  

• Use a prioritized approach that addresses freight mobility and the 
most critical connections first. 

• The ultimate goal within the Gateway proposal is to build two lanes 
in each direction on both the SR 509 and SR 167 corridors while 
completing all planned interchanges. 
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Questions? 

17 

For more information regarding Tolling in Washington State, 
please contact: 

 
Craig Stone 

Assistant Secretary, Toll Division 
(206) 464-1222 or stonec@wsdot.wa.gov. 

 
 

http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/Tolling/ 
 


